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INFORMATION ON THE PREVENTION OF TERMITES AND OTHER WOOD-INFESTING INSECTS 

Insects that can infest wood in Cyprus are: the termite, powder post beetle, carpenter ant, woodworm etc…
Processed wood is assumed by many to be protected against insect infestation – this is a misconception.  Insects can invade buildings through cracks & crevices, humid areas (and other gaps which unfortunately exist in all buildings) and destroy processed wood. Once settled, they lay eggs and multiply. A lot of people are under the impression that if one takes care of wood or its surface, the infestation possibility is diminished by 100% - but this is far from the truth. It will offer some degree of protection (around 50%), but unless the required measures are taken within the soil, the uninvited pests will find a way to enter the building and cause damage to the wooden surfaces and affect the structural integrity of the building. Once the construction of a building is completed, a general spraying once or twice a year should be commissioned.
Another cause of infestation is the use of processed wood in humid areas. Wood becomes damaged and in time termites and other pests can easily destroy it.  So any type of wood (processed or not) can be infested unless the required measures are taken within the soil.
In Cyprus there is a severe problem with termites and other timber-destroying pests. Ground that has been used for the agriculture of plant species such as carob trees, fig-trees, almond trees, crops, bamboos etc. are considered high risk for termite and other pest infestation. 


Τermites:
The termites are insects belonging to the order of Isoptera. They feed mostly on wood and dead plant material and can cause serious damage to buildings, forests and plantations.
Termites look a little like ants due to their similar size and social habits. Comparatively termites are whiter, with shorter legs and are slower than ants.  

They have biting mouthparts and their soft bodies are small; rarely longer than 1 cm. Usually they live in underground tunnels and only the winged group comes out in Spring time in search of a new area to invade and nest.  The bodies of the flying individuals are darker; while termites that remain in the nest are generally whitish.  Once the swarming termites find a new nest site, they shed their wings & start digging tunnels.   
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Termites are social insects and their colony can have anywhere from a few hundred up to several million members. Their primary queen can lay up to several thousand eggs a day. The workers usually find & store food, do nest maintenance work and feed the young. Although they are generally blind, they can create elaborate nests and tunnel systems. 
Workers close-up.

                During work 
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There are 5 main termite species: 
-Subterranean 
-Soil-feeding
-Drywood 
-Dampwood 
-Grass eating  
The most dangerous species in regards to structural damage on buildings are the Subterranean & Drywood termites.
These species swarm from their nests in large numbers in search of food and can feed to the point of leaving only a thin layer of wood in various surfaces within a few months. Because they live up to 20 feet underground and remain hidden, the damage they can do is hard to trace and usually, by the time signs of infestation are noticed on a surface, the damage will already be very severe.    
They can also infest paper materials and carpets.
 Timber severely damaged.                            Workers making tunnels on timber 
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Each building has its individual structure therefore a field inspection must be done by our experts for the extermination after an infestation or for preventive treatment.  
During its construction, a building needs 4-5 preventative treatments. 
On the following page we’ll demonstrate an example of preventative treatment prior to and during the construction of a house as well as extermination treatment on a house already infested by termites.  

        EXAMPLE OF PREVENTATIVE MEASURES FOR

A 2-STORIED RESIDENCE OF 250 SQUARE METERS.

1ST PHASE
Once the plot is cleared, all areas are sprayed thoroughly (including the future garden area). This way we eliminate any already existing termite nests and we create a barrier zone for future invasion attempts. 

2nd PHASE 

We re-spray the plot after soil is laid.  

3rd PHASE
We re-spray after the bricks are laid. 
4th PHASE
After the garden area is laid with soil we spray it.  

5th PHASE
After the building is completed, we proceed to the final stage in which we  fumigate and liquid spray the sewage system and the external and internal areas of the building and all other areas. 
The above treatment procedure not only eliminates termites and other wood-infesting insects, but all other kinds of insects and rodents as well. 

EXAMPLE OF TERMITE EXTERMINATION TREATMENT 

ON A 2-STORIED RESIDENCE OF 250 SQUARE METERS

This treatment is for houses built by the conventional method with foundations.   For any other type of building constructed using different methods please ask us for a separate on site research. 

To the exterior of the residence, we drill with 10mm drillbits within the soil (about 2.5-3 feet deep and use chemicals in the form of long-lasting microcapsules). At the areas where termite tunnels are traced, chemicals are injected as per the permitted flow (between 50-100 litres). 

Where there is no permitted flow we inject 1-5 litres of chemicals. 
Inside the house the same method is used through the door-frames.  We remove the doors’ outer frames and drill until we reach the ground and channel chemicals into the frames the same way as we do outside the house. If the kitchen is infested we drill at the back of the room (behind the kitchen cabinets).  

For this type of treatment there is no need for the residents to leave the house. 
If the termites have infested the bedroom wardrobes, kitchen cabinets and even the roof, the house must be insulated and fumigated. 

Starting from the day of fumigation and up to a period of 1-5 days (depending on the degree of infestation) all residents and pets should keep out of the house.  After the isolation period, the house should be left open so it can fully air out.  


Company Presentation:
Our company operates based on the Health & Safety European Legislation no.93/43 (Cyprus Legislation no.143/2001).
We are members of British Pest Control Association in Derby U.K., National Pest Management Association in U.S.A., “cepa” Ευρώπης (Confederation of European Pest Control Association) and founding member of Cyprus Pest Controllers Association.

Our General Manager Mr. Michael Socrates Michael (RSH) has a diploma by the 
Royal Society of Health UK in Pest Control. He is an approved consultant in Pest Management and Health & Safety by the Cyprus Institute of Technology.
We are certified with ΕΛΟΤ ΕΝ ISO 9001:2000 by QMSCERT organization.

Atom uses specialized staff all over Cyprus providing around the clock services. 
Unfortunately there are many unqualified individuals offering pest control services in the market and therefore our company issues a guarantee certificate for every treatment.
Additional recommendations for our company can be provided by the importing company from which we buy our chemicals. 
Our main offices are located in Larnaca with branches in Nicosia, Limassol, Paphos and Paralimni.    

Our public liability insurance is with Laiki Insurance.  

For further information please do not hesitate to contact us, with no obligation on your part.  


Michael Socrates Michael
General Manager
BPCA, NPMA, RSH. 



Winged termites invade a building to create new colony. 





Example of termites invading a building from the soil by creating tunnels. This way they can penetrate materials like cement externally or internally through cracks.
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	Η ΕΤΑΙΡΕΙΑ ΑΤΟΜ ΧΡΗΣΙΜΟΠΟΙΕΙ ΧΗΜΙΚΑ ΕΓΚΕΚΡΙΜΕΝΑ ΑΠΟ ΤΟ ΥΠΟΥΡΓΕΙΟ ΓΕΩΡΓΙΑΣ.

ATOM COMPANY USES CHEMICALS APPROVED BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE.
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